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Help Out for the Holidays
By: Bridget Tyrrell

The giving season is upon us and it’s
time to get into the spirit. In the past year,
there have been many families struck by the
economic downturn. Now more than ever it is
our responsibility as leaders to step up and
assist those less fortunate than ourselves in our
communities, nation, and throughout the
world. Here are a few simple and fun ways to
help out this season:

1. Clean out your closet

Not only will your parents be im-
pressed, but whatever clothes, toys,
movies, etc. that you no longer want
can be donated to any Goodwill cen-
ter and they will pay you cash! As
they say, one man’s trash is another
man’s treasure.

2. Knit for Kids

Knit for Kids is a non-profit organi
zation that sends sweaters hand-
knitted by volunteers to children
throughout the world. Let your
creativity shine as you keep a child
warm all year long. Visit
www.knitforkids.org for more in
formation.

3. Fundraise

Fundraising comes in many ways,
shapes, and forms. Hold a bake sale,
car show, or try the simplest method
of fundraising with the biggest re-
sults, sell a box of candy. The candy
can be bought at any Sam’s Club or
Costco and the profit is more than
double the cost of the box. Donate
your proceeds to a local shelter or
charity of your choice. This year, NJ
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DECA will be working with Robert
Wood Johnson Pediatric Oncology
Research.

4. Visit a nursing home

You know that warm feeling you get
when you go to your grandma's
house? It’s because of her cookies
and endless supply of compliments.
Visiting a nursing home is the same
idea, but instead you’re visiting
someone else’s grandma. Brighten
an elderly person’s day by helping
them grocery shop, doing their nails,
coordinating games and activities,
teaching them to use a computer, or
just by being a good listener.

5. Visit a local animal shelter
Humans aren’t the only ones in need
this season. There are millions of
animals without homes and many
with abusive pasts. Shelters run by
the ASPCA are doing their best but
need money and volunteers to func-
tion, and more importantly, good
homes for these animals. Donate
beds, food, toys, or even money,
help out at a shelter, or find safe
homes for these animals in your
community.

Lending a hand is a selfless and
gratifying experience. It takes little
time and you may never even have
to leave your house. Help yourself
by helping others this season. It is a
fun and exciting way to open your
self up to new people and new
experiences. So what are you
waiting for? Get out there and do
your part! /



http://www.knitforkids.org
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Keys to Success

If you are a new DECA competitor, first of all, con-
gratulations. Your decision to take part in the competitive as-
pect of DECA will help you grow as a person. Anyone can be
successful in competition. Central Region Vice President
Melissa Goldberg made it to the International Career Develop-
ment Conference as a freshman! If you are a first time competi-
tor, you are in luck. There are new competitive events that only
first time competitors are eligible to participate in. The com-
petitors will not be any more experienced than you are, so you
may have more of an opportunity to make it to ICDC in Ken-
tucky! However, do not hesitate to participate in one of the
other events even though you are a first time competitor.

I have had success in competition, and would like to share
with you a few tips to help you in your competitive endeavors:

-Be confident. Keep in mind that you have nothing to
lose. You realistically will probably never see you judge again,
which is a great reason not to be nervous or to hold back. Walk
into competition with your head held high.

-Distinguish yourself. When you enter your role play, you
need to give the judge a reason to remember you. You are
walking in and discussing the same topic as all of the other
competitors in your event. Make a memorable and positive
impression on the judge and you will be successful in DECA
competition. Be creative. Each competitor in your event is
talking about the same case study you are. You do not want to
tell the judge something he or she has heard numerous times.
Come up with creative and original ideas, and you will blow
the judge away and make a lasting impression.

-Do practice tests. The test score is one third of your
score, and the case study portion of competition is two thirds of
your score. If you are nervous about presenting to a judge, the
test will help you bolster your score. It is very important to
practice the tests for your event so you are familiar with the
information you will be tested on.
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-Look the part. A portion of the score the judge
will give you is on overall impression. This is an area you
can successfully gain points by looking and acting profes-
sionally. You should not chew gum. It is also a good idea
to temporarily remove body piercings other than basic ear
piercings for girls. Be sure to follow the dress code and
dress conservatively. You should not have crazy colored
nail polish on. When you walk up to the judge, you
should firmly shake his or her hand while looking them in
the eye and introducing yourself. Be as polite as possible
to the judge; it will be worth it.

-Follow the Performance Indicators. You are
judged on how effectively you cover all of them, making
it the most important aspect of your presentation. When
you receive the role play at the beginning of your prepa-
ration period, write all of the Performance Indicators on
your notes. Use them as guidelines to formulate your
presentation.

Good luck in competition! Hopefully I will see you at the
State Conference and at Nationals in Louisville!

-Morgan Puleo

NJ DECA President
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The NARCON Experience
By Melissa Goldberg

On November sixth through the eighth, many NJ DECA F
students attended the North Atlantic Region Leadership Confer- |

|

ence in Buffalo, New York, hosted by the Adam’s Mark Ho-
tel. This three day conference was packed with events focusing
on topics ranging from leadership training to competitive events
preparation and was an extremely beneficial experience for all.

The conference began on Friday, November sixth with
Diamond Series Workshops, as well as Marketing Career Exhib-
its. With workshops like “Dress for Success” and “Leadership
Secrets of Mr. Potato Head” participants were able to gain help-
ful knowledge to utilize in DECA as well as throughout their ca-
reers. Many of these workshops were run by DECA State Officer teams with New Hampshire, Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania, Ontario, and West Virginia all contributing. These workshops allowed students to work with
and learn from DECA members from all around the North Atlantic Region, providing everyone with new
knowledge and contacts. Friday night concluded with “DECA Night with the Sabres,” a presentation on the
sports business followed by a hockey game between the hometown Buffalo Sabres and the Philadelphia Flyers.

Saturday was even more filled with beneficial activities and workshops. One of the most helpful and
popular activities of the day was the Competitive Excellence Experience. In order to prepare students for the
new “marketing cluster” exams, members were able to take a 50 question practice test, as well as present a
team role play to actual judges. The highest scoring competitors were even honored at the closing ceremony,
commending their hard work and competitive expertise. Your DECA State Officers attended “DECA LEADS:
It’s You! The CEO!” presented by Amy Gallimore. The focus of this training was on organizing a team with
an emphasis on communication and team management skills. All of the officers feel that this training will help
make this year the best it can be for all of NJ DECA.

Sunday held the Closing General Session presented by North Atlantic Region Vice President Julie
Laven. Amy Gallimore made another motivational and entertaining appearance and the top competitors were
awarded their medals. This ceremony was the conclusion to an extremely fun and highly useful conference for
all who participated. Next year’s conference will be held in our nation’s capital, Washington D.C., and I urge
you to attend and participate as it is sure to be just as great as this year’s greatly beneficial experience.

Dressing For Success by Alexis Glaberman

Should you be judged by what you wear? Perhaps not, but the reality is, that you are judged. In the world of
business, your attire is very important. You must dress f
you are wearing the proper clothing. This applies to DECA as well. The first thing your judges see when you walk into
competition is your attire. Therefore, you must look polished and professional. Being professionally dressed will give you
a competitive edge and a positive first impression.


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/96/BuffaloSkyline.jpg
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You may be asking, AWhat is the proper att.i
how to look your best:

Women's Professional Attire

Solid color, conservative suit

Dress pants, or professional skirt (should be no shorter
than ¥z inch above the middle of your knee)

Coordinated blouse
Moderate shoes

Limited jewelry

Neat, professional hairstyle

Sparse make-up & perfume

Clean or manicured nails

Men's Professional Attire

Solid color, conservative suit or dress pants

Long sleeve shirt (solid or simple stripes)
Conservative tie

Dark socks, professional shoes

Very limited jewelry
Neat, professional hairstyle

Sparse amount of cologne

It is also important that you have well brushed teeth and fresh breath, and that you
cover all tattoos and body piercing. Another rule is that you should never be chewing gum or
have anything else in your mouth during your competitions. Finally, check your attire just be-
fore your event to make sure your tie is straight, your hair is combed, etc. For a complete

listing of the NJ DECA dress code, see the NJ DECA Handbook online at njdeca.org.



http://ep.yimg.com/ca/I/decaimages_2075_6775932

Each year the NJ DECA State
Action Team chooses a charity to
raise money for the state community
service project. This year the name of
the project is FCI
Cancer . o6 All money
ual chapters will be donated to the
Robert Wood Johnson University Hos-
pital & Pediatrics Oncology, located
in New Brunswick, NJ . This facility has
been rated among the nation's best
comprehensive cancer centers by
the American Col | ege of
Commission on Cancer. Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital has
earned significant national recogni-
tion for clinical quality and patient
safety.

There are many different types
of childrenods
donated will go to. The most com-
mon type of childhood cancer is
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia; this
affects the chil
lymphoid organs of the body, and
the immune system. Many children
develop Sarcomas, which are can-
cerous tumors involving the bones
and soft tissues. There are several
types of brain tumors among

do s
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cancer

State FC? Project

By Nicole Charrier

children; the most
called gliomas.

For each chapter who chooses
to participate in the project, the re-
gwrements are to raise a minimum of

Jod’ tg do?\atect(lj' the RoBe?t " Wood

common are

pro-
ject is due to our NJ advisor Mrs.
Lamborne at the Middlesex  County
College office by December, 15th.
Please make all checks out to NJ
DECA.

As a team, it was felt that do-

S U T &ifoCwWit® iR New Jersey would be

an appropriate way to give back to
our local communities. By donating
the money raised by our New Jersey
chapters we hope to further research
pediatric oncology, and hope that

one day a cure |s found to flr?ht can-
cerf hat

ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON

UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL
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New Events & Event Changes

By Nick Patriarca

The 2009-2010 year is well underway, which

means its time for all members to make one of the most
important decisions they will have to make while in

DECA. It’s time to choose which event(s) you will be LlVE LEAD

competing in at regionals and states. If you are a return-

ing DECA member, you are familiar with this drill. You DELTAEPSILONCHI
choose your event, take the written test, and do your role-

plays. However, there have been quite a few event changes as well as the addition of new events for the
2009-2010 year. This is a must read for all members and advisors, especially returning members. There
are lots of new events and changes to discuss, so let’s get started.

The Internet Marketing Management Team Decision Making Event has been dropped for the
2009-2010 year.
The High School Management Team Decision Making Events will be reclassified as Team Deci-
sion Making Events. The revised list of events is:
Business Law & Ethics Team Decision Making Event
Buying & Merchandising Team Decision Making Event
Financial Analysis Team Decision Making Event
Hospitality Services Team Decision Making Event
Sports & Entertainment Marketing Team Decision Making Event
Travel & Tourism Team Decision Making Event

The High School Marketing Research Events will be reclassified as Business ~ Operations Re-
search. The title was changed to Business Operations Research because it includes all four
clusters of the research event. In past years, the research topic has not always specifically
been “Marketing Research.” If you currently use the Marketing Research Events in your
classroom, you will not experience a significant change in the focus of the events.

There has been a change in comprehensive exams. The number and type of comprehensive ex-
ams used in competition has been reduced to five. For more information on comprehensive
exams, refer to page 60 of the DECA Guide.

For those interested in participating in the Stock Market Game, there has been a significant event
change. The body of the written entry must be limited to 11 numbered pages, not including
the title page and table of contents.

DECA has added a new category of events for the 2009-2010 year; The Principles of Business
Administration. The Principles of Business Administration will be divided into four events:

Principles of Business Management and Administration
Principles of Finance

Principles of Hospitality and Tourism

Principles of Marketing

More information on competitive events can be found at www.deca.org.


http://www.deca.org/
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Thank You for a Successful COLT

By Elizabeth Bracey

I would like to thank the Northern Region for a successful COLT Conference at
Picatinny Arsenal. Our chapter officers were able to participate in several activities with
FOCUS Training speaker, Matt Meuleners and motivational speaker, Keith Hawkins. It was
my pleasure as your Northern Region Vice President to see such great attendance and in-
volvement. Of course COLT would not have happened without Angelo Romano, who
worked extremely hard putting the conference together for students to have this great op-
portunity. Along with Mr. Romano, I would like to thank Rowena Gianfredi, the Northern
Region President, who worked hand in hand with Mr. Romano in being sure we would have
a successful COLT Conference. I would also like to thank our keynote speaker, Keith Haw-
kins. Mr. Hawkins is a very prominent motivational speaker, and it was a pleasure to have
him inspire our officers to broaden their DECA chapters. I would also like to thank Matt
Meuleners from FOCUS Training for a very stimulating presentation. Both speakers had us
on our feet meeting new people from all over the Northern Region.

From a student’s perspective, I believe I am speaking for all of the Northern Region
Officers when I say how helpful and inspiring this experience was. COLT was a great way
to start off the new DECA year, and it motivated us to carry out our 2009-2010 plans. I
hope that all of you were able to go back to your schools and carry out the techniques you
learned with your chapters. This was a step for New Jersey DECA to become even more
successful. I would like to see the students who attended encourage other students to be-
come a more involved member of DECA. Thank you to all of our students, speakers, and
Mr. Romano again for all of your hard work and dedication to the organization and to the
Northern Region! Lastly, I would like to wish the best of luck to the central and southern
region in putting together their own successful COLT Conferences for this upcoming
year!



-The deadline for the Pin & Program Design
has been changed! The new deadline is
December 15, 20009.

-The deadline for the State Civic
Consciousness Project has also been
changed to December 15, 2009.

-All State Officer applications are due on
December 15, 20009.

Visit us at www.njdeca.org
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